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Honourable Ministers,
Your Excellences,
The Hon. the Resident Judge,
Members

of

the

JLOS

Steering

Committees,
The Resident District Commissioners,
The LCV Chairperson,
The Mayor,
Your Worships,
Ladies and Gentlemen.
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Technical

I am privileged to join you in participating in the official
commissioning of the Mini JLOS house and staff quarters
in Moroto.

The completion of this Justice Hub is an

important milestone in restoring and establishing civilian
presence in this part of our country. We initially started
with the Courts, Police and Prisons as the first pillars of
the rule of law and now, with the full establishment of a
complete chain of justice, we can begin the next chapter
of narrowing the gap between the law and the people of
this region and of ensuring that people benefit from the
incentives offered by the law.
As mentioned by the previous speakers, the Mini JLOS
house will provide services of the Attorney General’s
Chambers, registration of persons and businesses,
immigration and issuance of travel documents and tax
dispute resolution services.

It will also provide

protection and enforcement of human rights services
under one roof and within close proximity.
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The Mini JLOS house and staff quarters are a part of our
commitment to provide efficient, cheap and quality
judicial services to the public especially to the poor and
the vulnerable, who are sometimes excluded from those
services. I, therefore, encourage the public to take full
advantage of the services that we are going to offer in
this building and other JLOS centres in Moroto to
improve their well-being through faster resolution of
disputes. For example, the public should fully utilize the
services of the Uganda Registration Services Bureau,
(URSB) to register children and businesses. Registration
of persons ensures, among other things, that the state
provides and plans for each person and that resources
are allocated to promote the overall good of all. The
registration of businesses brings with it the benefits of
secure, accessible and cheap credit in addition to legal
protection, the lack of which, tend to lead to suffering
from malpractices from some corrupt state agencies and
functionaries.
The public should also take full advantage of the
opening of a satellite centre for the Uganda Human
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Rights Commission (UHRC) to enforce their rights
especially the social and economic rights so that
Karamoja region is at par with the other regions of the
country.
Ladies and Gentlemen, the Justice Law and Order Sector
recognize that the reform of laws and the establishment
of the rule of law institutions is only, but the beginning
of the entrenchment of equal protection and application
of the law in our society.

Full protection of the law

demands a strong mechanism for the implementation of
the law. Research shows that non implementation of
laws diminishes the meaning of the rule of law and
democracy and erodes public faith and confidence in the
legal system and its processes.

The state’s failure to

ensure due enforcement of laws is a major reason why
many rights go unrecognized, unprotected and why
many citizens remain trapped in poverty. Therefore, it is
not enough that laws are enacted to meet the needs of
the public, but those laws must also be seen to be
actually implemented in demonstrable terms. The Mini
JLOS house and staff quarters that we are launching
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today is a demonstration of our commitment to that
end.
Therefore, the challenge for JLOS and non-state actors
is to provide the infrastructure for the implementation of
laws through decentralization and de-concentration of
services. For example, JLOS will invest in campaigns to
educate and sensitize people, simplify the law and adopt
good customer care practices to our institutions to make
them user friendly. JLOS will routinely engage the public
the same way businesses engage their consumers to
find and provide for their needs. Our staff should show
empathy to the consumers of our services and to build
bonds and connections with the people to promote the
speedy implementation of the law.
I encourage all JLOS institutions to partner with civil
society organizations to reach out to the most vulnerable
persons

in

remote

places

such

as

TAPAC

and

NADUNGAT which are far from our service points.
JLOS will treat civil society organizations and non-state
actors as partners in the delivery of Justice Services
because they have well developed ties and trust within
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the community. JLOS’s work will take advantage of
these strong links and comparative advantages which
the non-state actors have to deliver on the agenda of
justice for all.
The District Chainlinked Committees (DCCs) which are
the face of JLOS at the district level are directed to work
with non-state actors to provide services in the true
spirit of partnership.

DCCs should ensure access to

information so that non-state actors are able to
effectively

supplement

and

explain

the

role

of

government in service delivery to the public.
We recognize that many of our institutions are
inaccessible and are perceived as only being for the rich.
Some of the common complaints like petty corruption,
undue regard to technicalities in the implementation of
the law, bureaucratization of the justice culture, poor
customer care, unaffordable legal fees, are some of the
things that we have prioritized to eliminate to make our
services

likeable,

accessible

development.
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conducive

to

I therefore urge all JLOS institutions to be centres of
excellence as we position Uganda to exploit its full
potential. Our goal should be to provide clean services
with the highest professional touch so as to attract and
retain public confidence in the administration of justice.
Attaining that goal shall go a long way in enabling the
Judiciary to effectively pursue its theme of this Judicial
year which is “Enhancement of Public confidence in

the judiciary.”
Regular quality assurance programs should be provided
to keep our ground staff on their toes.

Continuous

engagement between JLOS and the public should be
cultivated to make our staff more accountable and
service oriented.
Let me remind the public as key stakeholders, that they
have a critical role to play in holding our staff
accountable and in demanding that their rights are
safeguarded. The right to access good public services
should not be treated as discretionary privileges but as
fundamental entitlements to the people and for whom
our staff should always be at service. I therefore urge
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the public to be vigilant in reporting bad behavior and
refusing to participate in corrupt practices.
The public should assist the criminal justice agencies
such as the Police, the Prosecution and the Courts in
eliminating crime by reporting crimes, by testifying in
courts and by facilitating the re-integration of offenders
in society after serving their sentences.

Furthermore,

the public should guard this new magnificent property as
part of their heritage as we all strive to build a
prosperous Karamoja in a prosperous Uganda.
Your Excellences, I would like to thank you, your
government and the taxpayers back home in your
respective countries for the resources and commitment
that you provided to put up this magnificent building.
We sincerely thank you for the spirit of sacrifice because
we know that the resources you put at our disposal are
very much needed back home to solve pressing social
and economic issues there. We also greatly value your
respective countries’ realization and appreciation that in
the

contemporary

Uganda

with

fully

globalised

developed
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world,

a

prosperous

infrastructure

and

resources both financial and otherwise centered on the
strict observance of the Rule of Law is a necessary and
better partner in the continued struggle for the
advancement of the globalised community of mother
earth.
In the same spirit of partnership, Uganda commits
herself to the continued opening of its borders to trade
and cooperation internationally and in the elimination of
terrorism that is a threat to world peace, stability and
prosperity.
As I conclude my remarks I want to thank the
Government of Uganda for working tirelessly through its
other various organs and institutions as a result of which
a secure and enabling environment has been created in
Karamoja thus laying a firm foundation for the much
desired development of this region.
I want, on behalf of the JLOS family, to assure
everybody that we shall do all that it takes to play our
role in the process of development in this region basing
on the advancement of the Rule of Law in the region
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and indeed throughout the country. We appeal to all
concerned to fully cooperate with the JLOS family to
ensure that the partnership and cooperation between
JLOS and the communities of this region thrive for the
benefit of us all.
It is now my honour and privilege to officially
commission the Mini JLOS House and staff quarters in
Moroto.

Alakara No-ooo.
Thank you for your kind attention and I say and do all
this For God and My Country.

STEVEN B.K KAVUMA
CHAIR OF THE JLOS LEADERSHIP COMMITTEE
AND AG. CHIEF JUSTICE
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