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Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
On the occasion of the Commissioning of the Moroto Mini-JLOS Facility to house the Ministry
of Justice & Constitutional Affairs, Ministry of Internal Affairs, Uganda Human Rights
Commission, Uganda Registration Services Bureau, Tax Appeals Tribunal, National
Community Service and the Directorate of Immigration and Passport Control
14 February 2014

•

Your Lordship, the Honorable Acting Chief Justice, Steven Kavuma;

•

Honourable Minister of Justice and Constitutional Affairs, Major General
Kahinda Otafiire;

•

Honourable Minister of Internal Affairs, General Aronda Nyakairima;

•

Your Excellencies, colleagues from the Corps Diplomatique – Dan
Frederiksen, Ambassador of the Kingdom of Denmark; Anders Urban
Andersson, Ambassador of Sweden; Dónal Cronin, Chargé d'Affaires,
Embassy of the Republic of Ireland; Simone Knapp, Head of Coordination
Office for Austrian Development Cooperation;

•

Chairman, Local Council V, Mark Aol;

•

Honorable Member of Parliament for Moroto Municipality, Aleper Simon
Peter;

•

Commissioner General, Uganda Prison Service, Dr. Johnson Byabashaija;

•

Other Representatives of JLOS institutions;

•

All protocol observed,

Ladies and gentlemen,
I feel honoured to jointly unveil the plaque for the Mini-JLOS house here in
Moroto along with the Acting Chief Justice. It is a beautiful building and it
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symbolizes a token of friendship and a spirit of cooperation between our two
peoples. It also is a sign of the shared importance both Uganda and the
Netherlands attach to Justice and the Rule of Law. Therefore, I would like to
extend my appreciation to the JLOS leadership and particularly the Minister
of Justice as well as the team at the Justice, Law and Order Sector
Secretariat for ensuring that finally the construction of the Moroto JLOS MiniHouse is completed and ready for use.

We know that it has taken more time than expected to complete this
building. The delays can partly be attributed to the weaknesses in
procurement and contract management which have been affecting the
implementation of key sector activities from 2006 onwards.

For that reason, a decision was made to help JLOS to address this issue by
commissioning Technical Advisory Services on Procurement and Contract
Management. IPA Limited, the selected consultant, was contracted and I am
glad to see that JLOS has made considerable progress since then.

During the consultancy regular meetings/discussions were held between the
consultant and JLOS institutions on the problems identified in procurement
and contract management. Also “lessons learned” sessions were conducted.
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Indeed, I believe good lessons have been learnt from this experience and I
am sure that the impact of this intervention will be long lasting.

I would like to thank the Moroto District Administration for providing the land
for the building. I was informed that initially the building would be
constructed elsewhere. However, at a later stage when the drawings were
seen of this building, it was decided by the local leadership to use the land
where we are now, the Mayor’s garden. This important local decision is
encouraging since it shows local ownership of the project that aims to
serving all of you, the people of this region.

The Netherlands has been providing support to this region since 2008 by
financing the Peace, Recovery and Development Plan (PRDP) and its subset,
the Karamoja Integrated Disarmament and Development Plan (KIDDP). Both
aimed at peace, recovery and development in Northern Uganda and
Karamoja.

Subsequently, The Netherlands contributed six million Euro’s for JLOS in
order to improve citizens’ access to JLOS institutions and services in the
country. I am very pleased that we managed to address successfully the
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initial delays and obstacles and those we succeeded getting this project on
track.

I am convinced that more, better and sustainable public services such as
security, justice, education and health, are essential for peace and
development in Northern Uganda and Karamoja.

Improved JLOS institutions and services are strategic as a vehicle to rebuild
and strengthen the thrust between the citizens and the state. At the same
time, they allow the state to meet one of its principal responsibilities, namely
ensuring security and justice for its people.

Even though JLOS institutions have since expanded the reach of their
delivery of justice services to this region, the cry for access to justice is still
loud. Everywhere I have gone in this country, I have learnt that land
disputes are on the rise yet the wheels of justice are turning slowly. More
still needs to be done to ensure that all people can actually access justice
here and in the other post-conflict or conflict impacted areas.
As a long-standing partner of Uganda in supporting the Justice, Law and
Order Sector, the Netherlands remains standing shoulder to shoulder with
Uganda. Both peoples of our countries strongly believe that rule of law is
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indispensable for inclusive and sustainable economic growth. Therefore, the
Netherlands supports the Justice, Law and Order Sector in conjunction with
our focus on economic growth through trade and investments by the private
sectors of our countries.

If we look back at the past ten years, the achievements in the sector have
been many. Congestion in prisons reduced from 500% in 2005 to close to
200% today; Crime rate reduced from around 500 reported crimes per
100,000 people in 2007 to around 300 reported crimes in 2012. The average
stay on remand for capital offenders reduced from 27 months in 2006 to 12
months in 2012.

Observance of human rights in prisons increased, the number of judicial
officers in the upper courts of judicature has recently been increased, High
Court circuits are more accessible, regional offices to provide registration
services or immigration services are being opened and equally important,
births are being registered more than before.

All these achievements have been enabled with the right leadership and
collaboration among the JLOS institutions. Hence I commend the Ministers,
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the Commissioner General and the JLOS Heads who are present for the role
played to arrive at this progress.

Lastly, I wish to urge JLOS to provide adequate maintenance budgets to
cater for timely maintenance and repairs and sensitization of end users on
non-technical basic maintenance. Lack of timely maintenance of structures if
not addressed, will be costly to JLOS in the long run as buildings get
dilapidated faster if not well maintained.

With those few words, I wish to explain that I will leave shortly for Mathany
Hospital where I have another programme but will rejoin you for the return
journey to Kampala later. I would like to thank you for your kind attention.
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